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July 28th, 2019 
The Son of God on Trial 

Mark 14:53-15:5 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
July 21 Proverbs 24-26  July 25 Eccles. 5-8 
July 22 Proverbs 27-29  July 26 Eccles. 9-12 
July 23 Proverbs 30-31  July 27 Song of Sol. 1-8 
July 24 Eccles. 1-4  July 28 Isaiah 1-4 
  
Lesson Introduction: We have now come to the last few 
hours of Jesus’ life. He has been betrayed by one of His 
closest followers, abandoned by all of His disciples, and is 
now on trial for His life. In our passage today, we will see 
how Jesus, as He faces death head on, boldly proclaims 
that He is the Messiah knowing that it would lead to His 
death. We will also consider Peter’s denial of Jesus. 
Lastly, we will see how Jesus went silently to His death, 
as a lamb to the slaughter.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Jesus is the Messiah, the righteous judge (14:61-62) 
 

• We are only able to persevere by the power of the 
Holy Spirit (14:66-72) 
 

• Jesus is our sacrificial lamb (15:1-5) 
 
 
Mark 14:53-15:5 (ESV) 
 
53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief 
priests and the elders and the scribes came together. 54 
And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the 
courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the 
guards and warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief 
priests and the whole council were seeking testimony 
against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. 
56 For many bore false witness against him, but their 
testimony did not agree. 57 And some stood up and bore 
false witness against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, 
‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in 
three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 
Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 60 And 
the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, 
“Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 
testify against you?” 61 But he remained silent and made 
no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, 
and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 

of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 And 
the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further 
witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard his blasphemy. 
What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as 
deserving death. 65 And some began to spit on him and 
to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, 
“Prophesy!” And the guards received him with blows. 
 
66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the 
servant girls of the high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter 
warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also 
were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, 
saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” 
And he went out into the gateway and the rooster 
crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began 
again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of 
them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while 
the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are 
one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to 
invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 
this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the 
rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered 
how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down 
and wept. 
 
15:1 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held 
a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole 
council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and 
delivered him over to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You 
have said so.” 3 And the chief priests accused him of 
many things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no 
answer to make? See how many charges they bring 
against you.” 5 But Jesus made no further answer, so 
that Pilate was amazed. 
 
Discussion Section 1: Jesus the Judge (14:53-65) 
 
-What do we learn in this passage about the nature of 
the testimony being brought against Jesus? 
 
-How could Jesus have gotten out of this trouble, had He 
wanted to? 
 
-How does Jesus identify Himself as Judge in this 
passage? 
 
Note: We see in these verses that those who were 
seeking to have Jesus killed had a very weak case against 
Him.  Their stories do not add up, they are making up 
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details, and none of the testimonies are lining up with 
the others. It seems as if Jesus could have easily 
defended Himself here, but, as we saw last week, He was 
more interested in doing His Father’s will than freeing 
Himself. So, when put on the spot by the high priest, 
Jesus no longer attempts to veil who He is, rather He 
embraces that He is indeed the Messiah, and that He will 
one day judge the nations. Timothy Keller has this to say 
about Jesus’ testimony: 
 
“The high priest puts Jesus on the witness stand, as it 
were, and asks if he is the Christ (the “Messiah”), the 
Son of the Blessed One. At other times in the Gospel of 
Mark, Jesus has avoided similar lines of inquiry about 
his identity (Mark 7:5–6) or turned the question back 
on the questioner (Mark 11:29). This time, Jesus 
answers this central question of the Gospel of Mark 
head on—positively and fully. “I am,” said Jesus. “And 
you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
By saying “I am,” Jesus claims to be the Messiah, the 
promised one. However, we should remember that, in 
general, the Jews did not expect the Christ to be 
literally divine. Therefore, Jesus goes on to amplify the 
meaning of the label Messiah by identifying himself as 
the Son of Man and also by saying he will sit at the right 
hand of God. 
 
In both of Jesus’ biblical allusions here (“Son of Man” 
from Daniel 7:13, and “at his right hand” from Psalm 
110:1), the Messiah comes as a judge. Everybody in the 
room—all of the ruling council of the Sanhedrin—
knows who the Son of Man is. In Daniel 7, the Son of 
Man comes from the throne of God to earth in the 
clouds of heaven to judge the world. And the clouds of 
heaven are not the same as the clouds of earth, just 
water vapor. These clouds are the shekinah glory, the 
very presence of God. Therefore by replying as he does, 
Jesus is saying: “I will come to earth in the very glory of 
God and judge the entire world.” It’s an astounding 
statement. It’s a claim to deity. Of all the things Jesus 
could have said—and there are so many texts, themes, 
images, metaphors, and passages of the Hebrew 
Scriptures that he could have used to tell who he was—
he specifically says he’s the judge. By his choice of text, 
Jesus is deliberately forcing us to see the paradox. 
There’s been an enormous reversal. He is the judge 
over the entire world, being judged by the world. He 
should be in the judgment seat, and we should be in 
the dock, in chains. Everything is turned upside down.” 
(Timothy Keller, Jesus The King, Pg. 153) 

Discussion Section 2: Peter’s Denial (14:66-72) 
 
-Why did Peter deny Jesus? 
 
-Why did He break down and weep when he heard the 
rooster crow for the second time? 
 
-How does Peter’s denial teach us about perseverance? 
How might his denial encourage us? 
 
Note: As we consider Peter’s denial of Jesus, it’s hard not 
to consider just how far he has fallen in such a small 
amount of time. Just hours ago, Peter was pledging his 
allegiance to Jesus, even unto death (Mark 14:29-41), 
and reading to back up his talk with a sword in the 
garden (John 18:10). Yet now we see a different side of 
Peter.  We see a man who is ashamed to be associated 
with Jesus. We see a man who is afraid for His life. We 
see a man who is weak in the flesh, and unable to 
preserver by his own power. Finally, we see a man who is 
broken and ashamed that he was not strong enough to 
stand when the going got tough. But as we look at this 
passage, we should not be quick to judge Peter, but 
rather, we should take hope from this story. This same 
man would go on to be a bold leader of the early church 
and would eventually give his life for Jesus’ sake. What 
we see through the life of Peter is that God’s Spirit is 
responsible for transformation and perseverance in the 
lives of the saints. In his failing, Peter reminds us that we 
are not past the point of no return. The grace of God runs 
deep. He keeps us and restores us by His power and for 
His glory (1 Peter 1:3-7; 5:10).  
 
Discussion Section 3: The Lamb Led to Slaughter (15:1-
5) 
 
-What does Jesus’ silence before His accusers teach us? 
 
Note: Isaiah 53:7 tells us this about Jesus: “He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like 
a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened 
not his mouth.” As we close out this lesson, may we 
consider the humility and determination of Jesus as He 
went to the cross. Although He could have defended 
Himself (Matthew 26:3), He chose to go silently. The 
Shepherd laid down His life for the sheep with the 
meekness of a lamb. What an amazing thing to consider 
once again that, “…the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many” (Mark 10:45).  


